“The Story of The Big Mouth” Newspaper & A Yachats History with Civil Disobedience
(Compiled 2020)

By Joanne Kittel and Michael Hempen, Co-Chair & Board Member, View the Future
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Who remembers the “Big Mouth” newspaper? Showing up in the most unusual places at
unpredictable times from 1990 to 1994 “Big Mouth” was an “underground” newspaper that
saturated the community of Yachats. No one knew who the authors were. There was lots of
speculation. Most people read the paper and saw the tongue-in-cheek humor. Some were
offended and angry. But there was no doubt the creativity was ingenious.

Papers appeared in front of stores, at the post office, even inside the “Newport News Times,”
(most likely inserted in the middle of the night when the paper was delivered in a stack outside
the Yachats post office). Leslie Glode, the “News Times” editor at the time, sent a blistering
message in the editorial section of the newspaper that the insertion of “Big Mouth” into the
“News Times” was a federal crime, which added to the humor for some. Some of those
humorous articles addressed serious issues.

The following is a sample of “Big Mouth” newspaper
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GRADUATION SET

The Fraternal Order
of Perfectien {ZIcn
Mile Creck cChapter)
will hold its annual
commencement cere-
mony an the first
full wmoon in May,
Theme tor this year's
graduatien 1is "I'm
Ckay. Yau Go To
Heil!"

LIONS RECRUITING

The Yachats Lions
Club is looking
for a2 few good men,
or mere accurately,
boys, to 3jecin its
raanks . Adcgcarding

Eo recently elected
president, Ken Gagne,
the local chapter
must lower the aver-
age age of its membeyr
ship by E years
or risk losing its
affiliation with the
national organization.
"We can‘t get down
te that average age

with Ethe population
we 've got kere”,
says Gagne.''VWe would
necd a constant

stream ©f 30 vyear-
0ids and thers aren't
encugh in Yachats."
Conseguently, the

Lipns are looking
for foewer recruits
of a younger age.
"We figure nine
Tt year-olds or
maybe seven 9 vear-
alds would hoid
us for a few years,“
says Gagne, "any
younger than that
they'd get bored

at meetings." Anybody
who kaoows a youny
man who enjoys going
pout to dianer,playing

Binga, and acting
grown-ip should
contact Ken Gagne

ak 547~-4Q0389.

HEW SETUDY CONFIRMS RI-OIRECPIONAL ATTITUDES

Are your attitudes being determined by the

access you have to the warld? A¢cording
to a recent study written Dby Grants Pass
sociologist Arthur Kredenshal, we could

he more the direct product of our eavironment
then we have cover previcusly thought poss-
ible, even to thke peoint of being able to
predict attitudes by the number o©f roads
running through a community.

The study, publishad in thke Spring issuc
of “Esoteric Sociolegy", was based on an
cxhaustive survey of 62 smwzall) towns which
were geographically situated $n such a way
as to limit <cnoice of <travel direction.
Some of the towns were at the bottoms of
deap mountain passes, while others were
trapped on the scacocast by inaccessible
wilderness. Rredenshal's survey iunformation
on Ehese areas was compared with the £indings
of the National Attitude Indicator Study
(NAIS), and yevealed a number of significant
dlscongruities.

"Polarization is the key mechanical element
in these populations™,. Kredenshal commented,
"a defimite ‘'either-oxr' attitude becomes
entrenched in the tawn's collective person-
ality and rendexs action 1impossible. As
@ consequence, most of the areas studied
are suffering from inadeguate water supply
systems, sewage disposal problems, an inabxl-
ity ta levy a reasonablec tax and will sched-

ulce countless hours of public meetings in
ardefr %o avoid kaving to make an actual
decision."

SICN SCaM SCOOCP

WHERE GOODNESS

COMES
IN A BUCKET!

The Oregen tate
Highway Department is
denying reports that
the numerous politi-
cal sigus aleng 0U.S.
10F in Yachats are
actually survey
Stakes for a now
four lane  highway
through the city.
Investigation by the
BIGMOYTH nas revealed
the same covert pre-
censtruction techni-

—ON THE RISE

ques were uwtilized
recently  north of B A KERY
Florence.

SERVING YACHATS SINCE TS MORNMWS s

November 4, 2020



DAMN PLAN ANNDUNTED

The Cregen Dapartment
of watcr  Resources
have announced tenta-
tive plans to damn
the Yachats River.
“he damn will be lo~
cated where U.S. 101
erusses the river.

The damaing of the
river wiil f£flood the
Quiet Water sub-
division resulting in
a new fresh water
reservorr to supple-
ment the city water
su>ply. Asked if the
plaa wonid upse:
Quiet Water residents
Mayox Chamberliina
impliead, "We're
damned if we cdo and
damned if we don't.”

Other residents seem
to axpress little
sympathy for the
Quiet Hater home
Qwnexrs saving, "Damn
it anyway!"

FLTCH~BUNT CANCELLED

Next week's sthe-
duled witch-hunt
has been postponed

due to poor burning
conditjons. "I know
how nmuch overybody's
heen looking forward
to this," said Fire

Chief Steve Hamilton,
"but T can't issue a
hunt anrd bura permit
until the index 3rops
a little."

ACOBE Lapnbs CONVENTION

Ed and Karen Pfanamuller anansunced Tuesday
that the Adobe Motel has been chasen as che
site of the 199¢ convention of Islamic Jihad,
2 Legbanese fraterunal organization. More than
200 mesmbers of the club azre expected to arrive
at the end of August for a week of fun and
frotic on the Orecon cagaxt. YIt's amazing
that they'd come half-way around the world
te Yachats™, <says a heaming Piannmuller, "but
they're geing *o book every xoom I've got
and just take the place ovar.™

Preparations for the guests must begin well
in advance, savs Pfannmuller, as the organiza-
vion has a nusher af special requirements
for the rcorfort of its members. The Xitchen
and kitehen staff must he

gqift

sterilized, the

snep will be re-stacked with religious

items aand handguns, and 2ll €orms of luggage
mrst be removed from the premises."Different
f£olks, different strokes", szys a philosophical

Pfannouller, "I'm

pronlens, "

Jurc

therce won't be any

BI-LINES COMING

The Pioneer Teleghone
Cooperative and
South Linceln Public

Utility
have recently agreed
to a partial merxrger
of operations which

District

will allow the two
conpanies to  shkare
the same transmission
lines. The new arr-
asgement will provide
a2 pumber cof benefits

tae local customers
such as cutting
in half the nunber
of lines Tunning

through town, supply-
ing power to residen-

ces through
telephones duriug
temporary outages,
and enabling cusi-
cmers to place long
distante galls thru
thelr toasters. Work
will begin soon.

their

YACHATS ALL WET

The Oregon Divison of
State Lands has des-
ignaved the city of
Yachats as state
wetlands. A spokes-~
person for the state
told the BIGMQUTH
that due o the
engroous  amocuant  of
rainfal}l this past
winter it was the
only Iggigal thing to
do-

NEXT ISSUE:

The BIGMOUTH "Weight-
a~ minute®” Dietil"
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Acts of Civil Disobedience

Occasionally in Yachats, civil disobedience became the call for some community members. One
example in the mid-1980’s was a strong negative response to the planned Quiet Water
development and the issue of filling the wetlands that were located on the north side of the
Yachats River. Another was in 1992, Greg Staples, a realtor and owner of a number of acres on
Horizon Hill road clear cut its 16+ acres. There was a huge negative outcry.

In reaction to the Staples clearcut, on April Fool’s Day large billboard type signs appeared
throughout Yachats overnight. Signs said, “Humpy’s Naughty Nautical Arcade — Eagle Beaver
Escort Service;” “Rolling Bird’s 24-Hour Truck Stop and Mini-Mart Mall — All-Nite Diesel -
RVs Welcome;” “Jack In the Box - Drive Thru;” Lincoln County Drug Rehabilitation Center by
Feel Well Corporation.” There were more.

Photos of three of the April Fool’s signs.

HUMPY'S
NAUGHTY
NAUTICAL
ARCADE

*-Roling In Soen-
Bird's 24-Hour
TRUCK STOP
& Mini-Mart Mall

ALL-NITE DIESEL
 RVs Welcome
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